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Vascular Access Procedures: 
Pursuant to radial arterial line insertion and chest tube removal being included in certain specialty standard protocols for nurse practitioners, these procedures have been removed from the middle level procedure and vascular access procedure protocols.  

The training requirement for the three remaining vascular access procedures: central venous line insertion, internal jugular; central venous line insertion, femoral; and femoral arterial line insertion, be modified to require the documented performance of ten (10) each individually requested procedure.   The cumulative total of twenty-five (25) documented procedures be allowed for simultaneous training of all three procedures conditioned upon each individual procedure being performed a minimum of five (5) times with a minimum of three (3) being live procedures.  The remainder of each procedure may be performed in the simulation lab.  All documentation must identify the anatomical site, and whether the procedures were performed on a live patient or in the simulation lab.

Documented performance of ten (10) of each procedure must be performed for annual maintenance with a minimum of five being live procedures.  

Middle-Level Procedures Vascular Access
	Skill
	25 Total for Initial Certification 
ONLY if requesting all 3 skills/otherwise as stated below
	50% allowed in Sim Lab
(Cumulative total of 25 must include no less than 5 of each procedure with no less than 3 of those 5 on live patients)
	Total needed for
Annual Maintenance 
(5 of 10 must be on live patients)

	1. Central Venous Lines: Internal Jugular
	10
	5
	10

	2. Central Venous Lines: Femoral
	10
	5
	10

	3. Femoral Arterial Line Insertion
	10
	5
	10



Remaining Middle-Level Procedures 

	Skill
	Total needed for Initial Certification
	Simulation Lab not approved for these procedures
	Total needed for Annual Maintenance
Live Patients

	4. Removal of Pacing Wires
	30
	0
	30

	5. Removal of Left Atrial Catheter 
	30
	0
	30

	6. Intra-aortic balloon insertion
	20
	0
	20

	
	
	
	

	7. Radial Artery harvest
(Cardiac Surgery Only)
	20
	0
	20

	8. Sternal Closure
(Cardiac Surgery Only)
	50
	0
	50




Standard Language for Approval of Central Venous Lines
“Central line placement is approved as follows:  (a) Inserted for general venous access, including jugular; (b) Intended duration of use is no longer than one month; (c) Non-cuffed catheter not greater than 9 French in diameter; (d) Percutaneous insertion without tunneling in or burying a portion of the catheter in the subcutaneous tissue between the external insertion site, and; (e) The insertion into the venous lumen, inserted no farther than the superior vena cava at the innominate vein”.  


Advanced Level Procedures

The Mid-Level Practitioner (PA/CRNP/CNM) must achieve the required number of cases for initial approval on six (6) of the eight (8) Middle-Level procedures prior to requesting progression to Advanced Level.  The procedures specifically associated with intra-operative cardiothoracic surgery, radial artery harvest and sternal closure, are not required for progression to Insertion of Subclavian Central Venous Lines at the Advanced Level. 

Advanced Level Procedures
	Thoracostomy tube insertion
(Intra-operatively only)
	30
	30

	Insertion of Central Venous Line: Subclavian, right heart
(Physician must be present during the procedure)
	50
	50

	Primary sternotomy
(Cardiac Surgery only)
	50
	50

	Primary thoracotomy
(Thoracic Surgery)
	50
	50



